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vide for the Empress's safety. The order contained
these words: "We have become responsible to the
whole nation for the life of Marie Louise, both for
the national honor and for the guarantee she gives us,
so long as she is in our power, as to the conduct of
the Emperor of Austria towards France. As soon as
you shall have completed your arrangements, you
will do well to go to Saint Cloud, to reassure this
Princess with regard to the condition of things, until
the government shall have done this through the
regular channels of diplomacy."

As soon as the conspirators had been arrested, the
Minister despatched the Horse Guards to Saint Cloud.
They reached there on a gallop, and made a great
clatter in the palace courtyard. Marie Louise was
much surprised by this unexpected disturbance, and
ran out on the balcony in her dressing-gown, with
her hair flying. She had a moment of alarm, at
least for her son if not for herself, and ordering
under arms the infantry in the palace, commanded
preparations for defence. Shortly word came from
Paris that order was completely restored, and that
there was absolutely no occasion for fear* Never-
theless, the affair left a painful impression on the
Empress's mind; for she was already able to see the
future treachery of her husband's officers.

The next clay, October 24,1812, the Parisians read
in the Moniteur this statement, which was placarded
on the walls of the Capitol: " Three ex-generals,
Malet, Lahorie, and Guidal, deceived the National